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would not yield. The crown lawyers pleaded
against Canon Law. They were supported
by Marsilius of Padua, then high in the
Paris University, and more strangely still,
by the Franciscan General, Michael of
Cesena, and by the leading philosopher of the
day, William of Ockham (called Occam by*
foreign writers), also a Minorite Friar. These
men drew, from different points of the compass,
towards a political theory with which the
claims of any and every Pope would be incom-
patible. Fierce contentions had broken the
^Qrder of Assisi into Spirituals, who held a
mystic and extreme view of monastic poverty,
and Moderates, who conformed in principle
to the received ideas. To the Spirituals,
overcome in previous contests, the Papacy
now seemed a carnal Church; they called
fefer Pope Antichrist; they longed for the
j^ew dispensation of the Holy Ghost, and
preached the " Eternal Gospel " announced
by the Calabrian prophet, Joachim of Flora
(1145-1202). They revered the memory of
Celestine V. who, in Dante's contemptuous
language, " by cowardice made the great
refusal." Now these "Little Brethren"
(Fraticelli) brought their wild doctrines and
unconquerable fanaticism to aid in setting up